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Pediatric Urology

Care after Ureteral Reimplantation
Your child has had surgery to reposition the ureters (tubes) in the bladder to prevent urine from refluxing, or traveling backwards,
up into the kidneys.

What to Expect:
Incision- There will be a “bikini incision” on the lower abdomen with a clear, glue-like dressing. You may notice a small amount of
bleeding from the incision, slight redness, bruising, or swelling around the incision. This is normal. If the incision begins to look
infected, please notify your child’s doctor. Signs of infection include: fever, pus- like drainage from the incision, excessive redness or
swelling.
Catheter- There will be a catheter in the bladder after the surgery; it will be removed the next day or before discharge. It is normal
for the urine to be blood-tinged. This may last for several days after the catheter is removed.
Diet- Clear liquids will be given after the surgery; the diet will be increased as tolerated. When at home, fluids are important. As your
child starts to feel like eating, you can slowly add more to the diet.
Bathing- Your child may bathe or shower the day after surgery. For the first few days, when bathing in the tub, the incision should
not be under the water (submerged), if instructed by your surgeon. Limit tub baths to five minutes.
Medication- Medications will be prescribed to relieve pain and bladder spasms that frequently occur after surgery on the bladder. It
is important to monitor your child’s bowel movements after surgery. The medications prescribed can cause constipation. Your child
will also continue taking an antibiotic until seen for follow-up appointment.
Activity- When discharged, your child may not feel like being very active. It is important to encourage him/her to move around. Your
child may return to school when comfortable and no longer requires prescription pain medication, usually 4-5 days for younger
children and 7-10 days for older children. No gym, swimming, or participation in sports is permitted 2-3 weeks after surgery.
Call your doctor if:
•
•
•
•

Fever over 101.5
Excessive redness or swelling around the incision
Any pus-like drainage from the incision
Severe pain is not relieved with pain medication

